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deep breath for spring 2006” | revealed delicate embroider- 
according to Leatrice Eise- ies, artisanal details and a 
man executive director of the |subtle play of texture against 
Pantone Color Institute: FI |smooth fabrics. Day morphs 
couldn’t agree more. A week | into evening with touches 
of watching the runway shows | of beading and toned down 
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nuances of white. Dramatic 
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NEW YORK MENSWEAR 


OVERVIEW SPRING 2006 


v¢ e agree with Cloak de- 
signer, Alexandre Plokov’s as- 
sertion that “modern dressing 
means eclecticism” as he told 
journalist Tim Blanks of www. 
men.style.com: 


The advent of the ‘metro sexual’ 
has impacted men whose interest 
in fashion and grooming used to : 
be le ss acute. continued on page 3 T 





ESTEBAN CORTAZAR 


“TAKING IT EASY” cont'd. from p. 1 


have never looked prettier or 
more delightfully feminine. 
Full-skirted chiffons project a 
vintage ‘50s air. Volume and 
softness is everywhere in skirts 
for spring, and more wearable 
for the majority of women 
than the unforgiving pencil 
skirt. Jackets are still cropped 
and hug the body and balance 
nicely the fuller skirt or trou- 
ser. There are also hints of 
Victorian and Western influ- 
ences throughout the collec- 
tions, mostly in the form of 
lacing details and fuller, often 
puffed sleeves. This is the es- 
sence of spring - easy, low key 
and truly charming. 


ABAETE: This collection was 
a delightful surprise - a mix 
of Brazilian “cool” with very 
wearable clothes. Standouts 
included the white burnout 
belted shirtdress; a terrific, tu- 
lip skirted white frock; a white 
burnout corset paired with a 
green floral chiffon skirt and 
a cropped jacket in ivory with 
short puffed sleeves; and the 
soft, silver beaded tank shown 
with a soft, hip yoked tulip 
skirt in natural. 


NAUM: In this debut col- 
lection, we zeroed in on the 
clean, understated looks, the 
intricate origami folds and 
pleating, and the flowing clas- 
sic lines. Standouts — a long 
black washed crepe de Chine 
dress accented with mesh 
detailing and an ecru silk 


2006 NEW YORK MARKET DATES 


FALL I 
FALL II 


January 2-13 
January 30 - February 17 


(Runway Shows 2/3-10) 
HOLIDAY March 20-31 


RESORT 


June 5-16 


SPRING I July 31 - August 11 
SPRING II September 5-22 

(Runway Shows 9/8-15) (Tentative) 
SUMMER/ October 23 - November 3 


TRANSITION 


organza fingertip length jacket 
atop beige trousers detailed 
with white leather. A white 
linen jacket looks fresh top- 
ping beige pleated tie culottes 
and a caramel lacquered linen 
bandeau. Other interest- 

ing items are the caramel, 
lacquered cotton skirt with 
origami-pleated waist, a silver 
jacquard gathered “ volume” 
skirt and an understated ecru 
linen gauze coat. 


WUNDERKIND: To quote 
designer Wolfgang Joop, 

the collection “explores the 
play between structure and 
softness.” He takes his in- 
spiration from English rose 
gardens and faded romantic 
colors touched by the summer 
sun. Here standouts include 
delicate, Edwardian inspired 
white batiste and lace blouse 
and matching pleated skirt, 
and a white linen pantsuit 
with the newer cuffed trouser 





and crop jacket. Underneath, 
Joop places a draped top in 
palest gray. Also noteworthy is 
the group of ivory knit sweat- 
ers shown over softly pleated 
chiffon skirts. 


PETER SOM: A quirky mix 
of sporty daywear with hyper- 
delicate femininity that some- 
how comes together nicely. 
Outstanding is Som’s take 

on culottes, updated in white 
linen and looking fresh when 
shown with a navy silk broad- 
cloth jacket and graphite chif- 
fon jacquard top. Also chic is 
the ‘30s inspired navy “Deau- 
ville” cardigan. This looked 
perfect paired with a Japanese 
floral silk twill tank touched 
with Swarovski crystals over 
white twill sailor pants. These 
same high-waist full pants are 
also shown in navy twill with 


a delicate white hemstitched 


continued on page 4 . 


“NY MENSWEAR” continued from page 1 


Even non-metro sexual men 
are incorporating a few key 
trends each season, but only 
within the parameters of their 
particular style personality. 
Women might do well to take. 
a cue from the men. Each 
passing season, especially 
since the proliferation of fast 
fashion outlets such as H&M, 
women in great numbers are 
indiscriminately jumping on 
the trend bandwagon. Just 
think back to a few months 
ago when it seemed that 
every woman in New York 
City decided to don a gypsy 
skirt and pile-on the beads, 

as if she were on her way to 
an audition for the Queen of 
the Gypsies.Conversely, when 
it comes to the subject of 
dressing, while men are un- 
doubtedly more interested in 
erooming and fashion trends 
than they were five years 

ago, they still want to remain 
within their safety zone. 


TALKING MEN’S TRENDS 


The knee-length short was ev- 
erywhere. It made appearanc- 
es at collections as diverse as 

Thom Browne, Marc by Marc 
Jacobs, Rachel Comey, Cloak, 
John Varvatos, Kenneth Cole, 
Keenan Duffty, Ralph Lauren 


and Jeremy Scott. 


Comfy shoes are on tap for 
spring 2006. They range from 
the chic slip-on moccasins at 
Perry Ellis and John Varvatos 
to the highly stylized Keith 
Haring print Adidas high tops 
at Jeremy Scott. 


NEW YORK 
MENSWEAR MARKET 
January 23-27, 2006 


MEN’S TRADE SHOWS 
Project New York 
January 16-18 
Javits Center, 212-614-7324 


The Collective 
January 22-24 
N.Y. Show Piers on Hudson 
212-759-8055 x 11 


ed 


And finally, this season re- 
ally was about the cult of the 
individual and menswear 
designers designing for their 
audience, which is in keeping 
with certain womenswear de- 
signers who have a reputation 
for putting their customers’ 
desires and expectations first, 
such as Ralph Rucci, Zang 
Toi, and Douglas Hannant.  , 
The menswear collections that 
paid tribute to the individual 
this season are Keenan Duffty, 
Marc by Marc Jacobs, Cloak, 
Jeremy Scott and the Polo 
segment of the Ralph Lauren 
show. 


THE COLLECTIONS 


Designer RACHEL COMEY 
didn’t disappoint when it 
came to delivering a down- 
town feeling at her co-ed show. 
Fun, throwaway jewelry is back 
for women and, after watch- 
ing this show, it seems that 
this is true for men too. We 
loved the masses of pigment- 
dyed rope bracelets the male 
models wore on both wrists. 


It was a little bit boho, a little 
bit Rastafarian, and the male 
counterpart to the stacks of 
colorful plastic and wooden 
bangles women have been 
wearing for months. Comfy 
shoes were big at Comey: she 
had her men in lavender Con- 
verses for spring that worked 
well with her wild “weed 
print” Bermuda shorts. Other 
standouts were the “mud” 
colored Bermuda shorts suit 
and a colorful fisherman’s 
sweater in a delicate stitch. 

It seems the women’s obses- 
sion with hand knitted pieces 
has crossed over to the men’s 
market. 


New designer THOM 
BROWNE is a big favorite 
with Bergdorf Goodman; 


_so it was not surprising that 


the designer showed his col- 
lection on the 3rd floor of 
Bergdorf Goodman Men’s, 

in the space that houses his 
designs. However, what was 
surprising was the loud rock 
music that greeted us when we 


continued on page 8 
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EUROPEAN MENSWEAR 
SHOWS 


Pitti Uomo - January 11-14 


Milan Men’s Runway 
January 15-20 


Paris Men’s Runway 


January 27-31 


Tranoi Homme January 27-30 
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“TAKING IT EASY” cont'd. from p. 2 


blouse. A cashmere voile car- 
digan looks charming tossed 
over a floral bikini top and 
crisp white cotton Bermudas, 
as does a puff sleeved ivory 
linen dress. 


ANNA SUI: As usual, Sui 
goes her own way, often 
referencing various decades 
and filtering them through 
her own distinctive lens. For 
spring, the inspiration is 

the decorative arts and early 
20th century's Wiener Werk 
statte collective. Standouts: 

A floaty coral scallop shawl 
printed satin chiffon top and 
handkerchief hem skirt; an 
Empire waist, green rose dot 
print crepe de Chine dress 
and white daisy embroidered 
organza dress (very jeune fille); 
and a Fortuny-influenced 
cream crushed silk layered 
top and long skirt. Extremely 
chic is Sui’s platinum/natu- 
ral metallic, scallop brocade 
coat, sequin halter and match- 
ing brocade cropped pants. 
The collection finished with 
a dazzling group of late day 
numbers. Most memorable 
—a languid all-over sequined 
drop waist evening dress in 
platinum, and her antique 
gold/black deco bordered, 
sequin top over smoky olive 
floral print, crinkle chiffon 
draped dress. 


UNITED BAMBOO: The 
mood of the collection is 

a mix of demure, ladylike 
separates with a young preppy 
twist. The standouts here 
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include an adorable “zip but . 


ton-down” shirt and scallop- 
waist denim Bermuda shorts, 
a collarless, double-layered 
coat worn over a fabulous 
white tuxedo pleated dress, a 
cute cropped double-breasted 
jacket in blue/white, shown 
over white cotton trousers and 
a Peter Pan collared shirt. The 
ubiquitous blazer gets a fresh 
update. United Bamboo’s 
version has raglan sleeves 

and comes in seersucker with 
matching shorts, with a cute 
patchwork tank slipped un- 
derneath. Simply terrific is the 
yellow felted terrycloth jacket, 
a fabric we’ve not seen before. 
This tops seersucker trousers 
and a patchwork tee. 


ESTEBAN CORTAZAR: 
With this lovely collection, 
young designer Cortazar 
showed a newfound maturity. 
Ethereal, flattering; late-day 
dresses and separates are 
designed to bring out the god- 
dess in every woman. Stand- 
outs: A dusty silver, silk/cot- 
ton and jersey cocktail dress; 
the silver silk jersey/white 
shimmer georgette double- 
layered top over a crystal 
pearl mesh detailed, sparkle 
linen skirt; and a navy silk 
charmeuse dress with crystal 
embroidery. Layered under- 
neath is a navy Swarovski 
crystal fishnet tank. Gorgeous 
evening dresses included 

the white shimmer georgette 
floor length gown with crys- 
tal embroidery; the nude silk 
crinkled chiffon circle skirted 


_ dress with pearl detail at the 


neckline and the burnt coral 
silk jersey gown with crystal 
fishnet detail. 


SPRING ‘06 PART II 
THE UPSIDE OF SPRING 


Eg ate ethereal, whimsical 
and western, a little bit French 
and a little bit “Goldfinger”. 


CHADO RALPH RUCCI 


The runway show to look for- 
ward to every season is Chado 
Ralph Rucci: usually taking 
place at the end of a very busy 
fashion week, it can be ex- 
hilarating and emotional for 
many. To illustrate our point, 
after the Rucci show, FI spoke 
with a photographer who 

was so moved by the clothing 
that he appeared practically 
in tears. Although, this may 
have been partially due to 
exhaustion, we concur that 

it was a flawless show filled 
with breathtaking clothing 
that defined the term timeless 
elegance. 


Out of an abundance of favor- 
ite pieces from this collection, 
FI has chosen these few: a 
17th century Japanese falcon 
on a silk chiffon strapless 
gown in shades of soft gray 
and green, and a laser-cut vel- 
vet tube gown with U draped 
strands of cut rubies on the 
back, both from the haute 
couture line; and a nude em- 
broidered chiffon blouse over 
satin skirt with orange piping, 
as well as an ice blue silk gros 


continued on page 6 


OUT OF THIS WORLD 


A Collection of Galactic Proportions 
... Long, long ago in a galaxy 


not so far away from the main 


hustle and bustle of the tents ie Mt; , 
at Bryant Park was a presenta- ANN as Ww 









=r oy 
tion of galactic proportions, ati 
“DRESSING A GALAXY: . a> 
The Costumes of Star Wars”. aay math 

ua igs" i 
A true standout among the "nf 2 | A 
spring 2006 New York runway -| hi] 


shows, it was a crowd pleaser 
at the very least and an event 
where “The Force” was defi- 
nitely present. 


Na York’s busy fashion 
week, which usually consists 
of over 180 runway shows, is 
primarily a time to view the 
new designer collections, but 
all types of fashion related 
events, presentations and cel- 
ebrations abound throughout 
the week. One of the most 
memorable in many seasons 
was this dramatic fashion 
show celebrating the brilliant 
costumes of Star Wars created 
by Scottish born Trisha Big- 
gar, whose inspiration came 
from a multitude of influenc- 
es of art and culture as well as 
historical and ethnic clothing 
from around the world. 


QUEEN AMIDALA’S COSTUME By TRISHA BIGGAR 


After a movie:still collage of 
each character was projected 
on the screen, models dressed 4 
in amazing costumes walked / 
down an elevated runway at 


continued on page 7 





“PART II UPSIDE OF SPRING” cont'd. from p. 4 


de longres raincoat over ice 
blue asymmetric skirt from 


the RTW collection. 


Soon after seeing this won- 
derful Rucci collection, FI 
also had the opportunity 

to understand how one of 
America’s most respected de- 
signers approaches his work. 
Fashion Center BID recently 
sponsored a seminar series 
featuring Mr. Rucci and three 
others: Isaac Mizrahi, Yeohlee 
Teng and Bryan Bradley. In 
“Ralph Rucci - A Master’s 
Class”, Mr. Rucci gave a very 
engaging and informative 
lecture accompanied by a slide 
presentation. He spoke of 
what influences and inspires 
him — art, architecture, peo- 
ple and interiors —as well as 
his design process and his ap- 
preciation of his whole team. 
When asked by an audience 
member what else he would 
like to do in the future, he 
answered menswear or home 
interiors. FI will look forward 
to it. 


DOO.RI 


Modern tranquility was the 
feeling as Debussy’s Claire 

de lune played to a parade of 
models wearing a soft gold 
champagne dream of a col- 
lection with flashes of coral. 
Our special favorites came in 
shades of white: the cotton 
blazer with tulle trim worn 
with wide leg cotton pants, a 
belted linen ruffle jacket over 
linen skirt and, for evening, a 
Ee net blouse with floral chif- 


fon detail. We add our kudos 
to this relatively new 31-year- 
old designer who is definitely 
on her way. 


GOTTEX 


There was drama from Gide- 
on Oberson. His collection 
comprised gorgeous swimsuits 
and cover-ups inspired by 

the colors of the Caribbean. 
“Glamour” was FI’s favorite 
eroup of suits. Its styles and 
cuts ranged from one-piece 
to bikini, in fabrics printed 
with rainbow swirls that re- 
sembled multi-flavored sweet 
sugary snowballs. Another 
eye-catcher, a black one-piece 
one-shoulder suit com- 
manded the audience’s atten- 
tion when the model turned 
around to reveal its exquisite 
spider webbed back. Finally, 
for the ultimate dramatic 
touch, Oberson added a bit 
of “Goldfinger” magic in the 
show-stopping bikini made 
of over 5,000 pieces of hand- 
crafted mini banana leaves, all 
in 18-karat gold. 


ROUND-UP 


Some of what was seen this 
season had a “Once Upon a 
Time in The West” feeling, 
especially at VERA WANG 
where Victorian influences 
and taffeta were the main 
players. The lavender silk 
faille “corset” jacket worn with 
a man’s heavy white cotton 
shirt and navy floral brocade 
peasant skirt was outstanding. 
A MICHAEL KORS ' version 
of “westward ho” had a more 
urban tone and a ‘70s 


twist with soft pretty eyelet 
fabrics and camouflage prints. 
The re-mix of Dolly Parton’s 
Jolene was the perfect music 
accompaniment. PROJECT 
ALABAMA’s spring collection 
had a folksy country charm 
with elongated star print 
dresses and full skirts with 
slip/petticoats showing at the 
hem. Live folk/bluegrass mu- 
sic added to the down home 
feeling. 


Petticoats that have been 
shortened considerably bring 
to mind BETSEY JOHN- 
SON’s collection. Fun is 
always an apt description for 
the Betsey Johnson collection, 
and this season was no excep- 
tion. Her theme for spring 
incorporated a French café, 
La Petit Betsey, where le menu 
featured a white tulle puffed 
sleeve dress, a stoned cotton 
eyelet shift, a great buttercup 
sweet shirtdress, and a cute 
blue cotton dress with wide 
yellow belt and ruffles — think 
Brigitte Bardot. PALMER 
JONES, the 2005 winner 

of the Fashion Group [nter- 
national Rising Star Award, 
showed a pretty, solid collec- 
tion with a navy blue theme 
titled “Cinderella Night & 
Day”. Here we saw great 
jackets and beautiful clothes 
on pretty models with smoky 
eyes, enhanced by Baccarat 
crystal jewelry. Absolutely 
perfect — a navy silk cotton 
dress with gathered/smocked 
bodice and empire waist 
called “Helen”. Whimsical 
best describes ALEXANDRE 
HERCHOCOVITCH’s collec- 


tion with its vivid colors and 


continued on page 12 





“OUT OF THIS WORLD” continued from page 5 


the Ziegfeld Theatre to the 
unforgettable dramatic score 
by John Williams. Anakin 
Skywalker made an appeat- 
ance in his dark Jedi gear 
from “Revenge of the Sith”, 

a dark burgundy hooded 

cape worn over a belted thigh 
length vest, while Obi-Wan 
Kenobi took a stroll in his 
cloak. Most impressive were 
the many costumes worn by 
Queen Padmé Amidala that 
includedthe Shiraya fan head- 
dress and gray kimono with 
embroidered sleeves, and the 
travel dress paisley print with 
golden lace head cover worn 
in “Attack of the Clones”, as 
well as action girl, an all white 
body suit with utility belt and 
holster, white boots and off- 
white wrap. However, the ab- 
solute showstopper was seeing 
the larger than life, seven-foot 
tall, dreadlock sporting rela- 
tive of Chewbacca in person— 
it would bring a smile to any 
Star Wars fan young or old. 


For added excitement, there 
in the audience, applauding 
the amazing work of Trisha 
Biggar and the whole costume 
design team was the man 
himself, George Lucas, along 
with Frank Oz (voice of Yoda) 
and Hayden Christensen. 
Jonathon Bresman, senior 
editor of MAD Magazine and 
former Lucasfilm employee, 
was also there and told FI of a 
time that he and a buddy were 
scolded for wearing the Star 
Wars storm trooper costumes 
for a photo. Apparently all of 
the extras or players had to be 
properly trained in assembling 
and wearing the expensive 


continued on page 9 


REGIONAL MARKETS 


WOMEN’S RTW 2006 MARKET DATES 


ATLANTA 


Summer Jan. 26-30 
Falll March 23-27 
Fall I/Holiday June 8-12 
Resort Aug. 24-28 
Spring Oct. 19-23 


DALLAS 
Summer Jan. 26-29 
Fall I March 30-April 2 
Fall U/Holiday June-1-4 
Resort Aug. 17-20 
Spring Oct. 26-29 


CHICAGO 


Summer Feb. 4-7 

Fall I April 1-4 

Fall II[/Holiday June 2-5 
Resort Aug. 12-15 
Spring Oct. 28-31 


LOS ANGELES 
Summer Jan. 13-17 
Fall I March 24-28 
Fall I[/Holiday June 9-13 
Resort Aug. 11-15 
Spring Oct. 20-24 





“NY MENSWEAR ” continued from page 3 


stepped off onto the normally 
nearly silent third floor. For 

a collection best described 

as traditional elegance meets 
rocker cool, Mr. Browne aptly 
chose to display his designs on 
the rock group, “Soft”. The 
band looked great in crisp 
white Bermudas, crinkly shirts 
and ties and knee-high socks, 
as well as pristine white duck 
cuffed trousers ending at the 
knee under piped gray blazers. 
All were worn with panache 
by the musicians and, when 
asked, one of the members 
said he enjoyed his outfit as 
“they really let [me] move 
around” in spite of his being 
unaccustomed to high-waist 
pants. Other items of note in 
the boutique are the beautiful 
side-vent jackets, a charcoal 
gray toggle sweater/coat and 

a triple-ply cashmere tennis 
sweater, the most beautiful 
one we've seen yet. Overall 
the collection could be sum- 
marized in a few words: gray 
and luxe. From Bergdorf’s 
perspective, the VP Director 
of Fashion, Robert Burke, 
said he was “very pleased with 
the response to the collection” 
and “has high hopes for it go- 
ing forward”. (illus. page 9) 


This season, it appears that 
the girl Mr. Jacobs designed 
MARC BY MARC JACOBS 
for is a ballerina on her day 
off. It then makes sense that 
her male counterpart is a 
guy in the dance troupe. If 
not that, he’s definitely a 
boy who’s more comfortable 
downtown than uptown. As 
always, Mr. Jacobs designs for 
a guy who dresses to please 


himself, he’s rough around 


the edges, yet a bit of a dandy 


nonetheless. By day, he’s out 
in white knee shorts paired 
with a white and gray striped 
muscle shirt. His coat of 
choice, a zipper laden olive 
bomber jacket, but if it’s 
cold, he'll opt for a cozy black 
trench accessorized with a 
utilitarian duffle bag. For 
drinks out, he might wear an 
elbow length hoodie top and 
sweatshirt Bermudas. While 
he enjoys dressing-up, his 
idea of dressing-up remains 
casual— a skinny black jeans 
suit worn with a snug red tee 
and a grommet belt to give it 
some edge. For evening, his 
look is downtown goes black 
tie. There’s a white tux shirt, 
white drainpipes and a skinny 


‘black string tie. 


_ British designer, KEENAN 


DUFFTY took a trip straight 
back to the ‘80s London club 
scene. The venue, the Aveda 
Institute, in downtown Man- 
hattan, had a bar up front, 
just a yard or two away from 
the photo pit. The music 
pounded, as loud as in a club, 
and handsome rockabilly boys 
loped aggressively down the 
runway in “Destroy Mickey 
Mouse” sweaters, cargo knee 
breeches accessorized with 
heavy gold chains, and heavy 
combat boots. Keenan took 
that preppiest item, a green 
plaid madras jacket, and 
turned it into something his 
rockabilly boys would fancy by 
putting some patches on the 
back (‘wild thing’, skull and 
cross bones, lightning bolts). 
He also showed numerous tat- 
tered acid wash denim jeans, 
which leads us to believe that 


he is making a bid for the 
lucrative designer jean mat- 
ket. The only big surprise this 
season was the absence of his 
sharply tailored suits, but he 
may have reserved those for 


fall. 


Apart from the collection, 
the hair was impossible to 
ignore. It’s been a long time 
since we've seen anything 
approaching the mile high 
Mohawks Aveda’s Peter Gray 
created for the show. He used 
“tons of Aveda volumizing 
tonic to make the hair matte, 
dirty, and month-old”. When 
asked about trends, Mr. Gray 
replied, “Trends are created 
when people are having fun 
with it.” Everyone had fun at 
the Duffty show, both audi- 
ence and models alike. It’s not 
often during New York Fash- 


ion Week that editors and 
buyers attend a show that is 


more of a cultural event than 
a mere catwalk presentation. 
Accordingly, Mr. Duffty re- 


ceived a standing ovation. 


UPDATE 
2006 NEW YORK 
ACCESSORY MARKET DATES 
JANUARY 9-13 
FEBRUARY 27- MARCH 3 


MAY 1-5 


JULY 31-AUGUST 4 


OCTOBER 30 - NOVEMBER 3 





“OUT OF THIS WORLD” continued from page 7 


suits and masks. This was defi- 
nitely not your typical fashion 
crowd. 


Happily, though seeing the 
costumes in a theater environ- 
ment may have been a one 
time experience, “Dressing 

A Galaxy: The Costumes of 
Star Wars” by Trisha Biggar is 
also a book and an exhibition 
hosted by the Los Angeles’ 
FIDM Museum & Galleries. 
In New York, where museum 
exhibits pay homage to fash- 
ion, it seems a perfect setting 
for a possible future exhibit. 
So, it is our hope that “Dress- 
ing a Galaxy” will make its 
way back to New York for 
more people to enjoy. Howev- 
er, for now, we must look for 
it in a galaxy not so far away. 


THOM BROWNE 





“DRESSING A GALAXY: 
The Costumes of Star Wars” 
- The First Costume Design 
Exhibition Celebrating All Six 
Star Wars Films. 


FIDM Museum & Galleries 
919 South Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

1 (800) 443-FIDM (3436) 
http://starwars.fidm.edu 





FUTURE RTW 
SHOW DATES 


New York 
February 3-10 


London 15-19 


Milan 
February 18-25 


UPDATE 
NEW YORK BRIDAL 
MARKET 2006 


APRIL 22 - 26 


OCTOBER 14- 18 


(tentative) 


COMING SOON... 


FALL/WINTER 2006 
WOMEN’S & MEN’S 
RTW SHOWS 





MOVING TOWARD MODESTY 


LONDON SPRING 06 
The London Shows were back 


home again in a marquis on 
the grounds of The Natural 
History Museum, a central ac- 
cessible location that is fash- 
ion journalist friendly. Shut 
fling across the vast city was 


Trends 


Diaphanous dresses 
Lingerie-like dresses 
Shirtmaker dresses 
Strapless backless dresses 
Beading and some bling (here to stay) 


more limited, and each trip Wild print 

to the On/OFF at the Royal uae : 

Academy was worth the traf- 
Smocking 


fic to view some excellent new 
talent. Additionally, TopShop, 


Cinched waists ~ key for the season a belt that pulls in the waist 


a major fashion High Street Wide belts 
store and supporter of many 
young designers, held its first 
catwalk show of its “Unique 
Range” to high acclaim. Ev- 
erything one sees elsewhere, 
one sees here a bit cheaper, Colors 
cheerier and sometimes chic- White 
er. 

Cream 
Spring/Summer 2006 was Lilac 
dominated by three themes: Silver 
pretty dresses, shorts and 
short jackets. Maybe design- 
ers are cautious, playing it safe 
in view-of the disappointing 
retail market by presenting 
more cohesive collections. Fabrics 
For all three trends, exercise is Chiffohs 
necessary since a WAIST and 
SOFT SILHOUETTE are key Soft suede 
elements. Dresses can be tight, Metal mix 
flouncy and bouncy, backless, Organza 
printed or mono-color, but ‘inch 


they will most certainly have 
a belt — be it wide, leather or 
thin silk ribbon. 


continued on page 11 
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“MOVING TOWARD MODESTY” cont'd. p. 10 


As in New York and Paris, the 
summer dress played the cen- 
tral role, and London held its 
own with frocks with a touch 
of flare. There were notable 
prints on dresses from Jona- 
than Saunders, Jean Muir, 
Eley Kishimoto, Clements 
Ribeiro and Emma Cook 
(especially her appliquéd but 
terfly sequined dresses with 
waistbands and wonderful 
sundresses). Nicole Farhi of- 
fered a choice of a good floral 
print dress in either a straight 
or full skirt. Michiko Koshino 
had a hit with a double-lay- 
ered brown chiffon print dress 
worn with wedge heels in 
sparkly snakeskin. 


As for shorts, I have long been 
a member of the school of 
fashion which believes that 
shorts just don’t look good 
after the age of ten but, if you 
are from the opposing school, 
this season you will be spoiled 
for choice: classic to-the-knee 
golf shorts, billowy above-the- 
knee or very, very short and 
tight. Each British designer 
paraded shorts down the 
runway. Take a look at Swed- 
ish born design duo Johanna 
Ericson and Malou Palmqvist 
of JoJo & Malou who took 
their inspiration from Pippi 
Longstocking and Belle & 
Bunty’s ‘all-in-ones’. 


— Short jackets worn over pretty 


dresses prove to be a winning 
combination. Once again, 
designers turned to leather 
and suede in the softest of tex- 
tures and colors. Aganovich 
& Yung (a label to keep an eye 


on) lent a dramatic, yet origi- 

nal, feel to ‘40s siren film star 
style, especially in a smashing 
red satin dress and jacket. 


So London waved goodbye to 
the revisited (and tired) “60s 
and ‘70s. Indian skirts and 
billowy peasant blouses meta- 
morphosed into acknowledge- 
ment of a woman’s silhouette. 
One outstanding example of 
this change was Sinha-Stanic, 
who showed washed chiffon 
dresses in soft prints with 
chic styling, and clingy fabrics 
accented with smocking (a 
recurring theme in many col- 
lections), which were inspir- 
ing and highly desirable. This 
change coupled with another 
positive note — flesh is more 
IN than OUT. A joyful good 
riddance to low clung trousers 
oozing rolls of flesh and high- 
lighting thongs (whose sales 
have declined dramatically in 
the UK): Apropos the High 
Street, shoppers to London, 
who long ago abandoned 

the traditional underwear of 
Marks and Spencer, are begin- 
ning to trickle back to peek at 
the new underwear line by Per 
Una and may even be recon- 
verted. And, that said, I would 
follow with an equally rous- 
ing goodbye to overwhelm- 
ing mammary deep plunging 
cleavage. Spring/Summer 
2006 London women wel- 
come more modest (and 
thereby more sexy) necklines 
and sleeves. After all, they are 
women! 


FASHION HAPPENINGS 


The Musuem at FIT 
Fashion & Textile History 
Gallery: 


New Permanent Exhibition 





www.fitnyc.edu/museum 


Metropolitan Museum of Art 
The Costume Institute 

Rara Avis: 

Selections from Iris Barrel 
Apfel Collection 

Now through January 22 


www.metmuseum.org 


Manhattan Vintage Clothing 
and Antique Textile Show 
and Sale - Feb 3-4 

Info. 518-434-4312 


Cooper Hewitt 
Fashion in Colors 


Press Info: 849-8420 


Yeshiva University 

A Perfect Fit: The Garment 
Industry and American 
Jewry 1860-1960 

Info: 294-8330 
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“PART II UPSIDE OF SPRING” cont'd from page 6 


cornrows. Especially notewor- 
thy was the combination of a 
sleeveless floral print top over 
a pleated skirt in a crisscross 
pattern splashed with random 
pinwheel flowers. Cinched 
with a belt and worn with 
white suspenders, the look 
was further enhanced by a 
pair of Melissa Scarfun’s sen- 
sual stacked heels. 


INTERNATIONAL 
DATELINE 


JAN. 7-9 NEW YORK 
D&A ANNEX 
(Better Contemp./ 
Young Designer RTW/Acces- 


sories) 


JAN 79 NEW YORK 
NOUVEAU COLLECTIVE 
(RT W/Accessories) 


JAN. 8-10 NEW YORK 
ACCESSORIESTHESHOW 


(Spring/Summer Accessories) 


JAN. 8-10 NEW YORK 
FAME 


(Spring/Summer RTW/Ac- 


cessories) 


JAN. 8-10 NEW YORK 
MODA MANHATTAN 
(Spring/Summer RTW) 


We 


JAN 8-10 NEW YORK 
ACCESSORIE CIRCUIT 


(Spring/Summer Accessories) 


JAN. 8-10 NEW YORK 
INTERMEZZO COLLEC- 
TIONS 
(Spring/Summer RTW) 


JAN. 8-10 NEW YORK 
THE CHILDREN’S CLUB 
(Immediate Spring/Early Fall) 


JAN. 9-13 NEW YORK 
ACCESSORY, INTIMATE 
APPAREL, 
HOSIERY MARKET 


JAN. 12-16 MADRID 
BISUTEX (Fashion Jewelry) 


JAN. 12-16 MADRID 
IBERJOYA (Jewelry/ Watches) 


JAN. 8-10 
INTERGIFT (Gift Fair) 


JAN. 12-16 LOS ANGELES 


D & A ANNEX 
(RTW/Accessories) 


JAN. 12-16 LOS ANGELES 
BRIGHTE (Women’s RTW) 


i 


JAN. 13-17 LOS ANGELES 
WOMEN’S & CHILDREN’S 
MARKET 


MADRID. 


| WISHING YOU 


TOY AlLebED 
HOLIDAYS 
& 

A HAPPY 
AND 


HEALTHY 2006! | 


| -The Stoff of 
Fashiow Internatio 
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